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City Council Acts on Houseboat Zoning 

Perseverance paid off for houseboat owners at 2466 
Westlake when they completed complicated negotiations to 
buy perpetual ri ghts to their dock. 

........................................... 
I Question the candidates I 
• • I The Eastlake, Montlake, Portage Bay/Roanoke I 
• Park, and Floating Homes corrrnunities will hold • 
I a candidates Night on Thursday, September 12th I 
1 at Saint Patrick's Church, 2702 Broadway East 1 
• at 8:00 PM. This is your chance to grill the • 
• candidates for Mayor, King County Executive • 
I and those running for the four open City I 
�~� Council seats about your pet issue. • ........................................... 

In June, the Seattle City Council' s Land use 
Committee accepted two Association proposals to rezone 
significant stretches of shoreline along westlake and 
Fairview as residential areas. By passing the 
Association' s recommendations, the Committee, consisting 
of Chairman Jim Street and Councilpersons Vi rginia Galle 
and Paul Kraabel, rejected earlier proposals to retain 
the areas ' current CG (auto-or iented shopping areal 
designation. 

In a memo to Chairman Street, Association 
President Bill Keasler argued that, the 
resi dential flavor of these areas is a·result of an 
ongoi ng trend. In the last 20 years or so, while the CG 
zone has been in effect, very few, if any, new 
commercial uses have been established while the 
residential character of these neighborhoods has become 
more and more entrenched. 

" Ideally, neighborhood zoning should reflect the 
historical, current and anticipated uses of an area. 
The old CG zones are long since obsolete. Instead of 
unrealistically high intensity zoning, these areas 
should be zoned to reflect what's actually there: 
residential housing." 

The council' s staff, in its analysis of the 
Association's proposal, noted that these areas did not 
meet the commercial area designacion criter ion that "tne 
area is currently zoned commercial and is predominantly 
developed in commercial use or shows a trend toward 
commercial development." The staff also concluded that 
" the objectives of preserving single family housing and 
the unique houseboat character of the area support the 
downzone to SF." 

In addition to Keasler, two special committees, 

Continued on page 2 

Westlake Houseboats 
Form New Co-op 

Another floating home moorage co-op has been 
f ormed on Lake Union. The houseboaters at 2466 \vestlake 
have recently completed 12-month negotiations with 
former moorage owner Ashton DePeyster for the purchase 
of their moorages. 

Seven houseboat moorages were involved in the 
transaction, with the average price per spot being a 
li ttl e less than $50,000 • 

New Nesika Chuck ("Our Water") Co-op President 
Phil Webber says that the sale was complicated somewhat 
by the fact that their dock is shared by houseboats 
bel onging to members of the 2460 Westlake co-oo. The 
agreement inclLdes a purchase by the 2460 �p�~�p�l�e� of 
perpetual rights to moorage on their half of the dock 
(they already control the land underneath). 

other co-op officers include Rachel Emery, 
Vice- President, and Tom Haslett , Secretary-Treasurer. 
Attorney Phil Miller represented the houseboat owners in 
the transaction . 
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