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15 August 2009

Re:  Northlake Community Wharf

To whom it may concern --


We enthusiastically support the “Northlake Community Wharf” project on North Northlake Way, just west of Gasworks.

This is a rare opportunity to add more public access to Lake Union.  The waterfront lot is already publicly owned and has been unused for years.  The Center for Wooden Boat’s planning to revitalize the site is well underway and features their “hands on” approach to maritime heritage at little ongoing public cost.  We get a new park, almost for free.

The proposal emphasizes attracting people to the site.  Fremont and Wallingford have long needed community centers. This plan promises them a place of their own.

The presence of the CWB also adds a dimension that makes a compelling contrast to the experience available at nearby Gasworks Park.  While Gasworks’ lawns provide spectacular panoramas of downtown and Lake Union, its design is geared more toward passive viewing with limited access to the beach.  The CWB, on the other hand, is in the business of drawing people onto the water.  They give sailing lessons. They rent rowboats.  They teach boat-building classes.   Rather than shooing people away from the shoreline, they create opportunities to use it.

They do have an ulterior motive. Their mission is to teach and preserve our maritime heritage.  They encourage the public to get involved because they have decided the best way for people to learn is by doing.  But the Center for Wooden Boats is a museum at heart, and this facility will naturally become a focus for knowledge about this particular location and its unique history.  This is a chance to capture another bit of our legacy before it slips away.

What’s not to like?  Free park.  Community center.  Public access to boats and the water.  Mix a little history with a few good things now, and we give an amazing gift to the future.
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