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DPD Floating Homes Moorage Visit

Houseboats are packed onto non-conforming docks.  Because of this, changes in spacing would potentially affect everyone.

Houseboats tend to be constructed in a manner that makes any significant change in their size or shape very difficult.

The value of a houseboat is largely determined by its own size and the size and position of its site.

There are several types of dock ownership arrangements, but assumptions about a houseboat’s site and shape are usually built into its legal relationship with the dock.  These relationships may be difficult or impossible for an individual to change.

Houseboats require frequent maintenance.  Floatation adjustments, especially when people move in and out, are routine.  But standardization of depth, for example, would be complicated because of the wide variety of floats.

Many older houseboats are wearing out and will eventually have to be replaced.  Any requirement that reduces the size of the houseboat at that time will also reduce its potential value.

In view of the difficulty these practical hurdles present –

What specific changes to the current code does DPD contemplate?

What scientific considerations are driving these changes?  How do they fit into a larger plan?  Is there a quantifiable measure of success?

